The Great Commission

Matthew 28:18-20

1.  Our Purpose: Make Disciples

Literally, Disciple-ize them.  This is the one command in this passage.
Not just…

· Make converts

· Get decisions

The Message: “Train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life”

This is the one command in this passage; everything else in the passage expounds on that

“Our first business is to make disciples of all nations”   – Charles Spurgeon

7 Marks of Disciples
· Continuing… John 8:31 
“So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, you really are My disciples.”  
· Loving… John 13:35
“By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

· Supreme Loyalty to Christ… Luke 14:26
“If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his own father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, and even his own life—he cannot be My disciple.”

· Willing to Suffer for Christ… Luke 14:27 
“Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.”

· Becoming Like Christ… Luke 6:40
“A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.”

· Bearing Fruit … John 15:8 
“My Father is glorified by this: that you produce much fruit and prove to be My disciples.”  
· Bringing Possessions Under the Lordship of Christ…  Luke 14:33 
“In the same way, therefore, every one of you who does not say good-bye to all his possessions cannot be My disciple.” 

All Nations

Literally, “Disciple all the people groups”

Word where we get ethnic group – A tribe, nation, people group.  Literally, “Disciple all the people groups”
People groups share a common language and culture.  There are 11,000 people groups worldwide

Romans 10:18  “Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the inhabited world.”
Three Action Words Describe What Disciple-Makers Are Supposed to Do

· Going

It pictures the action of going

Young’s Literal Translation: “Having gone”

Jesus assumes His disciples will go; He is telling us what to do when we get there

Going includes sending – Romans 10:14-15  

· Baptizing
Baptism in the name of the Father,  the Son,  and the Holy Spirit – in the name of the Trinity.

Another mono-theistic god is not the same

Baptism publicly identifies us with Jesus

Baptism is a visible testimony to invisible realities

The person baptized “is proclaiming that he has broken with the world and has been brought into union with the Triune God, to whom he intends to devote his life” – William Hendriksen

· Teaching
Teaching – in an ongoing process

“We are not to invent anything new, nor to change anything to suit the current of the age, but to teach the baptized believers to observe ‘all things whatsoever’” that Jesus commanded. – Charles Spurgeon

2. The Promise

Matthew 28:20   “And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

2.1 It means that to best experience His presence, we must join Him in His work 

MSG:  “I'll be with you as you do this”

2.2 It means that He’s working a plan

“to the end of the age.”

2.3 It means that He is empowering His church
God being with someone meant His empowering presence

2.4 It means His relationship to the church is permanent 

MSG:  “I'll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, right up to the end of the age."
3. The Premise

Matthew 28:20   “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth…”

Since Jesus is who He claimed to be – God…
Since Jesus completed His ministry on earth as man…

He has all authority.

And if Jesus has all authority, we His people, had better get going! 
