World Missions
Romans 15:8-28
Missions is evangelism that crosses cultural and/or geographical boundaries.

1. Missions is Trans-cultural Work 

“It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not be building on someone else’s foundation.”  Verse 20

1.1 By definition, trans-cultural evangelism cannot begin at home

Verse 20  “Not where Christ was named”


Verse 21 “To whom He was not announced…  those who have not heard”

1.2 By ambition, trans-cultural evangelism will not begin at home 

Verse 20  “It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known…”

Jerusalem Bible:  “Making it a point of honor to limit this mission to those regions where no one called on Christ” 

Love of Challenge 
Love of the Lost 
Love of Christ
1.3 By commission, evangelism must not stay at home

2.  Trans-cultural Evangelism is Part of God’s Eternal Work   Verses 8-12 (NIV)
2.1 God’s “Called Shot”: Prophesied and Fulfilled
8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs
9  so that the Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy, as it is written: "Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing hymns to your name." 
(2nd Samuel 22:50 & Psalms 18:49)

10  Again, it says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people." (Deuteronomy 32:43)

11 And again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and sing praises to him, all you peoples." 

(Psalms 117:1)

12  And again, Isaiah says, "The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him."   (Isaiah 11:10) 

2.2 Where God is moving, we should move with Him

If this is God’s plan for the ages, and we are His people, how could we do less than share His passion?

3. Trans-cultural Evangelism is Priestly Work  
…Because of the grace God gave me to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.   Verse 15-16 (NIV)

4.  Trans-cultural Evangelism is Supernatural Work

“…in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.”  Verse 19

5. Trans-cultural Evangelism is Personal Work

“I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and done”  Verse 18 (NIV)

