What is happening here?

God and Grace in the Wilderness

In The Wilderness Series
Genesis 21:1-21

1. The Wilderness can be a Traumatic Place

1.1 Of Aimless Wandering

‘…Then she departed and wandered in the Wilderness of Beersheba’   vs. 14

1.2 Of Absolute Despair

‘And the water in the skin was used up, and she placed the boy under one of the shrubs. Then she went and sat down across from him at a distance of about a bowshot; for she said to herself, ‘Let me not see the death of the boy.’ So she sat opposite him, and lifted her voice and wept.’  Vs. 15-16

2. Sometimes We Put Ourselves in the Wilderness

2.1 By Our Own Rebellion

‘And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, scoffing.’   Vs. 9 

2.2 By Failing to Learn the Lessons of Past Wilderness Experiences

“So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress became despised in her eyes…  And when Sarai dealt harshly with her, she fled from her presence.  Now the Angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur.  And He said, ‘Hagar, Sarai’s maid, where have you come from, and where are you going?’ She said, ‘I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai.’  The Angel of the LORD said to her, ‘Return to your mistress, and submit yourself under her hand.’”  16:5-10

2.3 Having a Wilderness Nature Can Cause Us to be Wilderness Dwellers

“So God was with the lad; and he grew and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer.

He dwelt in the Wilderness of Paran; and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt.” 

Vs. 20-21
Genesis 16:12  “He shall be a wild man; His hand shall be against every man, And every man’s hand against him. And he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.”
3. God is in the Wilderness

3.1 When We are at the End of Our Self-sufficiency

“And God heard the voice of the lad. Then the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said to her, "What ails you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is.”  Vs. 17

3.2 And will Open our Eyes to See Things as they Really Are

“Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water.”  Vs. 19

3.3 And His Promises will Stand – Even in the Wilderness

"Arise, lift up the lad and hold him with your hand, for I will make him a great nation."  Vs. 18

Genesis 16:10   “Then the Angel of the LORD said to her, ‘I will multiply your descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude.’”   
