What Brings You Here?

The Wilderness is a Bad Place

In The Wilderness Series

Deuteronomy 8:15-16

· Some people seek God in the wilderness –  Paul – Galatians 1:15-17

· Some people serve God in the wilderness – John the Baptist

· Some  people are kept safe by God in the wilderness – David – 1st Samuel. & 
Ps. 63  


“A psalm of David, regarding a time when David was in the wilderness of Judah”  (NLT)
· Some people are sent to the wilderness – Jesus – Luke 4

· Some people are sentenced by God to the wilderness – Israelites

1. The Wilderness is a Bad Place 

“Great and terrible”


Psalm 63:1   “…In a dry and weary land where there is no water”   
It can be a place of Aimless Wandering – It was for Hagar

‘…Then she departed and wandered in the Wilderness of Beersheba’   Genesis 21:14

It can be a place of Absolute Despair

‘And the water in the skin was used up, and she placed the boy under one of the shrubs. Then she went and sat down across from him at a distance of about a bowshot; for she said to herself, ‘Let me not see the death of the boy.’ So she sat opposite him, and lifted her voice and wept.’  Genesis 21:15-16

2. We Find Ourselves in the Wilderness by Divine Appointment

“Led”

3. In the Wilderness, We Learn the Lesson of Daily Dependence

“Fed you”

4. The Wilderness will Remove from Us Our Self-Sufficiency

“Humble you”

5. The Wilderness will Provide an Opportunity for Self-Discovery

And we usually discover a lot of “self”

“Test you”
The wilderness presents temptations:

Luke 4

1.1 To take matters into our own hands   vs. 3

3  And the devil said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread."

1.2 To take shortcuts   vs. 5-7

5  Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.

6  And the devil said to Him, "All this authority I will give You, and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.

7  "Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will be Yours."
He was going to get all the kingdoms anyway; it was just a matter of waiting


“All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth”

1.3 To question the Father’s care

a. To challenge the timeliness of His provision   vs. 3

command this stone to become bread.

b. To doubt the goodness of His purposes   vs.  5-7 

and I give it to whomever I wish

c. To test the reliability of His promises   vs. 10-12

Then he brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here.

"For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you,’

"and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’"

6. The Wilderness is What You Go Through on the Way to Somewhere Better

“To do you good in the end”


“Led you through the wilderness”

Luke 4:13-14     “Now when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from Him until an opportune time.  Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee...”  

