Who You Are In Christ: Seeing Yourself the Way God Sees You

1st Peter 2:9-10, HCSB

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

1. Joined to Christ

1st Corinthians 6:17  But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.

You have seen a heavy piece of solid iron hanging on another, not welded, not linked, not glued to the spot, and yet it cleaved with such tenacity as to bear, not only its own weight, but mine too, if I chose to seize it and hang upon it. Electric magnet.  A wire charged with an electric current is in contact with its mass, and hence its adhesion.

2. Indwelt by the Holy Spirit

Ephesians 1:13-14  In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

Ranchers in West Texas make it their practice to round up all their year-old calves each spring for branding. The calf is held down, the branding iron is heated red hot, and the brand is placed on its flank. The brand is the rancher's mark of ownership. No one can dispute that the calf belongs to him. In the same way God has placed his mark of ownership on us by the sealing of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God's mark of ownership, authority, and security over us. No one can remove us from his ownership until the day of redemption.

3. Free From Condemnation

Romans 8:1, NAS 95  “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

Literally, the word condemnation, or kato krino, means to judge down.

Have you ever seen those movies where the Roman Emperor is sitting on a throne and prisoners are brought before him and he decides whether they are voted down (judged down) or up. You are guilty or you are innocent. That’s the meaning of that word and the Bible says for those of us who are “in Christ,” there’s absolutely no down judging–no condemnation.

4. Declared Righteous 

Philippians 3:9   and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith

Everyone who goes to Rome pays a visit to the Scala Santa, or the Sacred Stairs of the Judgment seat of Pilate. It can hardly be credited that the actual marble stairs of Pilate's judgment seat were brought to Rome, although such a thing is within the realm of possibility. Roman Catholic superstition bestows a special merit and grace upon the devout pilgrim who ascends those stairs on his knees. It was when he was in this act of devotion that Martin Luther, a pilgrim in Rome from Germany, heard the words sounding in his ear which afterward became the watchword of the Reformation: "The just shall live by faith!"

5. Included into the Family

Ephesians 1:5, HCSB  “In love He predestined us to be adopted through Jesus Christ for Himself, according to His favor and will”

NLT:    His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. And this gave him great pleasure.

Galatians 3:26, NRSV  26  For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.

There was a ripple of excitement all through the orphanage, for a great lady had come to take little Jane home with her. The girl herself was bewildered with the thought. "Do you want to go with me and be my child?" the lady asked in gentle tones. "I don't know," said Jane timidly. "But I'm going to give you beautiful clothes and a lot of things, a room of your own with beautiful bed and table and chairs." After a moment's silence, the little one said anxiously: "But what am I to do for all this?" The lady burst into tears. "Only to love me, and be my child," she said as she folded the little girl in her arms. God adopts us, protects us, and give us an inheritance in glory. All He asks in return is that we should love Him, and be His children --Children's Record

6. Citizens of Heaven

Ephesians 2:19-20, HCSB  So then you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints, and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the cornerstone

Philippians 3:20  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ

Deuteronomy 14:2  "For you are a holy people to the LORD your God, and the LORD has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.

7. People with Access

Ephesians 3:11-12, HCSB   “This is according to the purpose of the ages, which He made in the Messiah, Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness, access, and confidence through faith in Him.”

Hebrews 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

8. A Part of Christ’s Ongoing Construction

1st Peter 2:5  you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 2:10, NIV   “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

9. The Unchanging Object of Christ’s Love

Romans 8:38-39  For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

10. Complete in Christ

Colossians 2:10  “and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.”

Colossians 2:10, NIV  “and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority.”

Colossians 2:10, Amplified  “And you are in Him, made full and having come to fullness of life [in Christ you too are filled with the Godhead—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—and reach full spiritual stature]. And He is the Head of all rule and authority [of every angelic principality and power].”

11. Protected by God’s Power

1st Peter 1:5, NAS95  who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

Amplified: Who are being guarded (garrisoned) by God's power through [your] faith [till you fully inherit that final] salvation that is ready to be revealed [for you] in the last time.

12. People with a Future

Daniel 7:18  ‘But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even forever and ever.’

1st Corinthians 6:2  “Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world will be judged by you…”

