Practical Observations on Worship

Scripture Reading: Psalm 100
1. Worship is our response to the initiative of God

John 4:23  "But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.

Isaiah 43:21  This people I have formed for Myself; They shall declare My praise.

2.  Worship is overflow from the Spirit-filled life

Philippians 3:3  For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh—  (NIV)

Ephesians 5:18-19  …Instead, let the Holy Spirit fill and control you.  Then you will sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, making music to the Lord in your hearts. (NLT)

3. Worship starts with a conscious choice to enter the presence of God

Psalms 95:2  Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.

4. Truth has everything to do with worship

John 4:24  "God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

Psalms 47:7  For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praises with understanding.

5. Worship is the recognition that life is not about us

Psalms 100:3  Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.

6. Worship starts loud and fast and gets low and slow

Psalms 100:1-3  Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands!  Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before His presence with singing.  Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.

7. Worship is seeing God and saying what we see

Matthew 5:8  Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God.

Psalm 22:26  “Those who seek Him will praise the LORD.”

8. Our expression of worship will not be foreign to our personality – to the degree that our personalities are aligned with Christ.

Psalms 29:2  Ascribe unto the LORD the glory due unto His name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.  (JPS)

9. Worship is not about our comfort level, it is about God’s comfort level

Psalms 149:1  Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, And His praise in the assembly of saints.

God tells us whether He wants to hear the “old hymns’ or new songs, too.

God tells us whether it is a “private personal thing” or we are to express our worship in the group.

God commands us to worship; it is not a matter of whether we feel like it.

