Committed to THE CHURCH
Scripture Reading: Ephesians 3:20-21

1. Committed to Christ as Head of the Church

“And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body…”  Ephesians 1:20-21

2. Committed to the Doctrine of the Church

“Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.”   2nd Timothy 4:2-4 

3. Committed to the Fellowship of the Church

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another…”  

Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV)

“Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel”   Philippians 1:27

4. Committed to the Discipline of the Church

“Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn those who are lazy. Encourage those who are timid. Take tender care of those who are weak. Be patient with everyone.”  1st Thessalonians 5:14 (NLT)

“Dear brothers and sisters, if another Christian is overcome by some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path. And be careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself.”  Galatians 6:1 (NLT)

5. Committed to the Reputation of the Church

“I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you, not even one, who will be able to judge between his brethren?  But brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers!”  1st Corinthians 6:5-6

“Give the people these instructions, too, so that no one may be open to blame.”   1st Timothy 5:7 (NIV)

6. Committed to the Unity of the Church

“With all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”   Ephesians 4:2-3 (NAS95)

7. Committed to the Success of the Church

“Finally, brethren, pray for us, asking that the Lord’s Message may be spread rapidly and its glory be displayed, as it was displayed among you”    2nd Thessalonians 3:1  (Weymouth)

