But I fear that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your minds may be corrupted from a complete and pure devotion to Christ.   (HCST)

But [now] I am fearful, lest that even as the serpent beguiled Eve by his cunning, so your minds may be corrupted and seduced from wholehearted and sincere and pure devotion to Christ.   (Amplified)

But I fear that somehow you will be led away from your pure and simple devotion to Christ, just as Eve was deceived by the serpent.  (NLT)

But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  (NIV)

But I am afraid that, as the serpent in his craftiness deceived Eve, so your minds may be led astray from their single-heartedness and their fidelity to Christ.  (Weymouth)

But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.  (NAS95)

But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by its cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  (NRSV)
and I fear, lest, as the serpent did beguile Eve in his subtilty, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in the Christ  (Young’s Literal Translation)

But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.  (NKJV)

But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.   (KJV)

When people use the phrase “Preach us the simple Gospel,” they generally mean, “Preach us the thing we have always listened to, the thing that keeps us sound asleep; don’t present us with anything new.” That means the mind is not open to accept facts, not open to entering into relationship with God.

Chambers, Oswald, Bringing Sons unto Glory, (United Kingdom: Marshall Morgan & Scott) c1944.

Imagination v. Inspiration

The simplicity that is in Christ. 

2 Corinthians 11:3

Simplicity is the secret of seeing things clearly. A saint does not think clearly for a long while, but a saint ought to see clearly without any difficulty. You cannot think a spiritual muddle clear, you have to obey it clear. In intellectual matters you can think things out, but in spiritual matters you will think yourself into cotton wool. If there is something upon which God has put His pressure, obey in that matter, bring your imagination into captivity to the obedience of Christ with regard to it and everything will become as clear as daylight. The reasoning capacity comes afterwards, but we never see along that line, we see like children; when we try to be wise we see nothing (Matthew 11:25).

The tiniest thing we allow in our lives that is not under the control of the Holy Spirit is quite sufficient to account for spiritual muddle, and all the thinking we like to spend on it will never make it clear. Spiritual muddle is only made plain by obedience. Immediately we obey, we discern. This is humiliating, because when we are muddled we know the reason is in the temper of our mind. When the natural power of vision is devoted to the Holy Spirit, it becomes the power of perceiving God’s will and the whole life is kept in simplicity.

Chambers, Oswald, My Utmost for His Highest, (United Kingdom: Marshall Morgan & Scott) c1927.

CHRIST-Centered Worship
Christ-Centered

Scripture Reading: Colossians 1:13-20, 2nd Corinthians 11:3

“But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.”  2nd Corinthians 11:3  (NAS95)

Our Devotion to Christ Should be:

1.  Directed

“to Christ”

Philip Hughes: “‘The simplicity and purity’ are directed: they are Christocentric”

2.  Undefiled and Undiverted

NKJV:  “your minds may be corrupted from”

NAS95: “your minds will be led astray from”

Corrupted – word used for the defilement of the temple, rendering is unusable for worship

RVG Tasker: “corrupted so as to be diverted from”

“Your minds” 

Tasker: “Once the minds of men are corrupted, their whole personality is rendered impotent to do good.”

“As the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness”

HCSB: “by his cunning”

3. Uncomplicated

“Simplicity”

Alan Redpath: “Simplicity means single-hearted, crystal clear… the actual word would be “like a bit of cloth without a crease in it.”  ( Flat out 

Oswald Chambers: “Simplicity is the secret of seeing things clearly… The tiniest thing we allow in our lives that is not under the control of the Holy Spirit is quite sufficient to account for spiritual muddle, and all the thinking we like to spend on it will never make it clear”
Alan Redpath: “What is the simplicity toward Christ? I give it to you in a nutshell: it is faith that looks to Christ crucified and risen exclusively as the source of salvation and life; not Christ plus the church, not Christ plus ritual, not Christ plus ceremony, not Christ plus works, but Christ crucified, risen, glorified, coming again… A faith that is exclusively resting in and centered upon Jesus our Lord alone, a love that is clear from every competing affection…”

William Hendriksen: “A Christ supplemented is a Christ supplanted”

