
1.  The Right Message

Vs. 3-4 “Command certain people not to teach other doctrine or to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies.”

Don’t Teach False Doctrine

“Command certain people not to teach other doctrine” 

Don’t Pay Attention to False Doctrine

“Or to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies”

When someone takes one minor truth of Scripture and builds their whole belief structure around it or… 

When an outside source is used as the authoritative basis for interpreting the Bible.

2. The Right Results

Vs. 4  “…These promote empty speculations rather than God’s plan, which operates by faith.”
NLT: “Don’t let people waste time in endless speculation over myths and spiritual pedigrees. For these things only cause arguments; they don’t help people live a life of faith in God.”

Vs. 6  “Some have deviated from these and turned aside to fruitless discussion.”

Amplified: “Have wandered away into vain arguments and discussions and purposeless talk”

The Choice: Human Speculation or Divine Revelation

The Results: Human Fascination or Divine Transformation

The Danger of Distraction

Vs. 4 “Rather than God’s plan which operates by faith”

Plan: God’s economy or administration, His way of having things work.

Everything in God’s system works by faith

Vs. 6 “Fruitless discussion”  

Pointless and useless; it doesn’t lead to holy living.

3. The Right Motivations

Vs. 5  “Now the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith”

Vs. 7  “They want to be teachers of the law, although they don’t understand what they are saying or what they are insisting on.” 

The Contrast:

“Now the goal of our instruction”

“They want to be teachers” – they have a desire to be “somebody”

“Out of” – springing as from a fountain    What’s inside inevitably comes out 

Love from a pure heart

Free from mixed motives

Love from a good conscience
Unburdened by guilt

Not desensitized by hardness

1st Timothy 4:2  “Having their own conscience seared with a hot iron”

Love from a sincere faith

Not just mental agreement or saying we believe something

Operative in our lives

4. The Right Use of the Law

Vs. 8  “Now we know that the law is good, provided one uses it legitimately.” 

NKJV: “But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully”

That is, for its intended purpose

3 Proper Purposes of the Law:

To restrain people from their natural evil desires

To show us in practical terms how to love God and our neighbor

To awaken people to their need of Christ

To Awaken People to their Need of Christ

Vs. 9-10  “We know that the law is not meant for a righteous person, but for the lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinful, for the unholy and irreverent, for those who kill their fathers and mothers, for murderers, for the sexually immoral and homosexuals, for kidnappers, liars, perjurers, and for whatever else is contrary to the sound teaching”

The Word of God Rightly Used Leads to Spiritual Health

Vs. 10  “Whatever else is contrary to the sound teaching”

Amplified: “wholesome teaching and sound doctrine”

Sound = to be well, to be in good health
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