First Corinthians

How to Live in a Pagan World

Being the Church in a Pagan World

Nine Issues:

1. Understanding our Identity
1:1-9

2. Living in Unity


1:10-17

3. Moving Toward Maturity
3:1-23


4. Understanding Authority
4:1-21


5. Maintaining Purity

5

6. Worshipping Orderly

11


7. Engaging in Ministry

12-14



8. Giving with Generosity
16:1-4

9.  Performing Our Duty

16:5-24
Living as Christians in a Pagan World

1. God’s People: Living as a Minority Group


1:18-2:16

2. Living as God’s People in a Litigious Society

6:1-8


3. Living as God’s People in a Sexually Immoral Climate    6:9-20


4. Living as God’s People in a Culture of Divorce

7:1-40


5. Living as Free People with a Cause



8:1-9:23, 10:22-33

6. Living as God’s People in an Idolatrous Age

9:24-10:22

7. Living Steadfast, Knowing How It Turns Out

15 


Living as Christians in a Pagan World

First Corinthians

1. God’s People: Living as a Minority Group
1:18-2:16

“You don't see among you many of the wise (according to this world's judgment) nor many of the ruling class, nor many from the noblest families”  1:26 (Phillips)

· The Christian message seems foolish to the unbelieving world
1:18-25

· The Christian message is not readily accepted by highly prominent people   1:26-1:31

· The Christian message is transmitted by supernatural power, not human brilliance    2:1-5

To tell people about Jesus:

· You don’t have to be super-smart

Vs. 1, NLT  “I didn’t use lofty words and brilliant ideas to tell you God’s message.”

· You don’t have to be a super speaker

Amplified  “In lofty words of eloquence” 

· You don’t have to be super-confident

Vs. 3, Philips  “As a matter of fact, in myself I was feeling far from strong; I was nervous and rather shaky.”

· You have to talk about Jesus & the cross

Vs. 2  “For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”

· You have to rely on the Holy Spirit

Vs. 4  “And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power”

· The Christian message is a mystery that the unregenerate world just can’t get 

2:6-15

2.  Living as God’s People in a Litigious Society
 6:1-8



“One Christian sues another—right in front of unbelievers!”  6:6 (NLT)

Reasons not to take fellow-Christians to court:

· It relies on the under qualified   6:1, 4

6:1, NLT  “When you have something against another Christian, why do you file a lawsuit and ask a secular court to decide the matter, instead of taking it to other Christians to decide who is right?”

NKJV:  “Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unrighteous, and not before the saints?”

6:4  “If then you have judgments concerning things pertaining to this life, do you appoint those who are least esteemed by the church to judge?”
· It fails to utilize our spiritual resources   6:2-3

6:2-3, NLT  “Don’t you know that someday we Christians are going to judge the world? And since you are going to judge the world, can’t you decide these little things among yourselves?  Don’t you realize that we Christians will judge angels? So you should surely be able to resolve ordinary disagreements here on earth.”

· It is a failure in our testimony   6:6-8

Seek Christian assistance for conciliation through the church

6:5, HCS   “I say this to your shame! Can it be that there is not one person among you who will be able to arbitrate between his brothers?” 

Consider your financial loss an investment in Christ’s reputation   

6:7, Amplified  “Why not rather let yourselves suffer wrong and be deprived of what is your due? Why not rather be cheated (defrauded and robbed)?”
· Alternatives

In order to protect the reputation of the Lord and the credibility of our message, there are two alternatives to suing a brother:

· Seek Christian assistance for conciliation through the church   6:5

· Consider your financial loss an investment in Christ’s reputation   6:7

· Good online resource: http://www.peacemakerministries.org/
3. Living as God’s People in a Sexually Immoral Climate
6:9-20

“Avoid sexual looseness like the plague!”  6:18 (Phillips)

One of 2 “Flees”:

NKJV: “Flee sexual immorality”

10:14  “Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.”
Sexual Immorality and Freedom from the Law

· Free to be free, not free to be enslaved
6:12

6:12  “All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.”

NLT: “You may say, "I am allowed to do anything." But I reply, "Not everything is good for you." And even though "I am allowed to do anything," I must not become a slave to anything.”
Our Human Body and Sexual Immorality:

· Its Purpose

6:13-14

6:13, NLT  “You say, ‘Food is for the stomach, and the stomach is for food.’ This is true, though someday God will do away with both of them. But our bodies were not made for sexual immorality. They were made for the Lord, and the Lord cares about our bodies.”

· Its Union

6:15-17

The Wrong Kind of Union

Vs. 15-16, NAS95  “Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be!  Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, ‘THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.’”

The Right Kind of Union

Vs. 17, Weymouth  “But he who is in union with the Master is one with Him in spirit.”

· Its Protection

6:18

6:18  “Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.”

· Its Indwelling

6:19

6:19, NLT   “Or don’t you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God?”  

· Its owner

6:19-20
6:19-20, NLT   “…You do not belong to yourself,  for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body.”

4. Living as God’s People in a Culture of Divorce   7:1-40



· Marriage, celibacy, and the avoidance of immorality   7:1-9

“For it is better to marry than to burn with passion”  7:9

Vs. 1  “Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it is good for a man not to touch a woman.”

Vs. 1, HCS  “About the things you wrote: "It is good for a man not to have relations with a woman." ”

Vs. 1, NLT  “…Yes, it is good to live a celibate life.”

Vs. 7  “For I wish that all men were even as I myself. But each one has his own gift from God, one in this manner and another in that.”

Vs. 7, NLT  “…God gives some the gift of marriage, and to others he gives the gift of singleness.”

Vs. 2  “But because there is so much sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman should have her own husband.”

Vs. 9  “But if they cannot exercise self-control, let them marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion.”

· Married Christians contemplating divorce   7:10-11

“…A wife must not leave her husband.  But if she does leave him, let her remain single or else go back to him.”  7:10-11 (NLT)
7:10  Now to the married I command, yet not I but the Lord: A wife is not to depart from her husband.

7:11  But even if she does depart, let her remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. And a husband is not to divorce his wife.

· Christians married to non-Christians contemplating divorce   7:12-16

“If a Christian man has a wife who is an unbeliever and she is willing to continue living with him, he must not leave her”  7:12 (NLT)

7:12  But to the rest I, not the Lord, say: If any brother has a wife who does not believe, and she is willing to live with him, let him not divorce her.

7:14  For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband; otherwise your children would be unclean, but now they are holy.

Vs. 14, Amplified  “For the unbelieving husband is set apart (separated, withdrawn from heathen contamination, and affiliated with the Christian people) by union with his consecrated (set-apart) wife, and the unbelieving wife is set apart and separated through union with her consecrated husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean (unblessed heathen, [1] outside the Christian covenant), but as it is they are [2] prepared for God [pure and clean].”
Vs. 15  But if the unbeliever departs, let him depart; a brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases. But God has called us to peace.

Amplified: “in such [cases the remaining] brother or sister is not morally bound”

Vs. 16  For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?
· Unmarried Christians considering marriage   7:17-40

“Because of the present crisis, I think that it is good for you to remain as you are”   7:26 (NIV)

Key Verse:  “I suppose therefore that this is good because of the present distress—that it is good for a man to remain as he is”  Vs. 26

Vs. 28, Phillips   “Yet I believe that those who take this step are bound to find the married state an extra burden in these critical days, and I should like you to be as unencumbered as possible”

Vs. 30, Phillips  “…and indeed their every contact with the world must be as light as possible”

Vs. 35, NIV  “…that you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.”

5. Living as Free People with a Cause
8:1-9:23; 10:23-33

“For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more”  9:19 (NKJV)

· My right to eat meat offered to idols and not hindering my weaker brother

8:1-13

· My right to full time support and not hindering the spread of the gospel
  

9:1-18

· My right to freedom and winning all the lost people I can   9:19-23
Testing My Moral Choices on Non-Biblical Issues:

1. Is it helpful and edifying?   10:23

Vs. 23  “All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, but not all things edify.”

Vs. 23, Amplified  “All things are legitimate [permissible--and we are free to do anything we please], but not all things are helpful (expedient, profitable, and wholesome). All things are legitimate, but not all things are constructive [to character] and edifying [to spiritual life].”
2. Does it advance the well-being of others?  10:24, 33

Vs. 24  “Let no one seek his own, but each one the other’s well -being.”

Vs. 33, NLT  “That is the plan I follow, too. I try to please everyone in everything I do. I don’t just do what I like or what is best for me…”
· …Or will it wound another’s conscience?   10:27-29; 8:7, 9-12

8:10-11, NLT   “You see, this is what can happen: Weak Christians who think it is wrong to eat this food will see you eating in the temple of an idol. You know there’s nothing wrong with it, but they will be encouraged to violate their conscience by eating food that has been dedicated to the idol.  So because of your superior knowledge, a weak Christian, for whom Christ died, will be destroyed.”

3. Can I do it to the glory of God?   10:31

10:31  “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”

4. Will it advance the cause of evangelism?  10:33

Amplified:  “Just as I myself strive to please [to accommodate myself to the opinions, desires, and interests of others, adapting myself to] all men in everything I do, not aiming at or considering my own profit and advantage, but that of the many in order that they may be saved.”
6.  Living as God’s People in an Idolatrous Age   9:24-10:33


“You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too” 10:21 (NIV)

Although it is permissible to eat the meat sacrificed to idols (unless it causes your brother to stumble), it is not permissible to partake in the religious feasts given in that deity’s honor.

· Discipline to win   9:24-27

· Examples to avoid   10:1-13

· A warning to heed   10:12

· A promise to claim   10:13

· A danger to escape   10:14-22
7.  Living Steadfast, Knowing How It Turns Out
   15 



“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord”   15:58 (NKJV)
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