Living as God’s People in an Idolatrous Age  
1st Corinthians 9:24-10:33

1. Idolatry is not so much about bending my knee as bending my priorities

2.   Idolatry can subtly overcome us

10:14   “Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.”

Weymouth   “Therefore, my dear friends, avoid all connection with the worship of idols.”

3.  Yesterday’s experiences do not guarantee today’s victory  10:1-5
3.1  Yesterday’s experiences can give us a false sense of security

10:12  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.
4.  While experiences cannot protect us from temptation, God can

10:13   No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.
4.1 The commonality of temptation

10:13   No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man…
4.2 The faithfulness of God in temptation
10:13   No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful…
4.3 The limitation by God on temptation

10:13   …but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able…
4.4 The escape route with temptation

10:13   …but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.

5. Idolatry has a spiritual dynamic

10:20, NAS95   “What do I mean then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in demons.”
Deuteronomy 32:17  “They sacrificed to demons, not to God, To gods they did not know, To new gods…”

Psalms 106:37   “They even sacrificed their sons and their daughters to demons”

6.  Idolatry and the Christian walk is an unmixable mix

10:21-22   “You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of demons.  Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than He?”

