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We purpose to support and uphold the ideal of the Christian home.   
A Christian marriage involves a man and woman, both believers, 
living according to Biblical principles, committed to each other             
exclusively for life, and seeking to rear godly children. 

 

Church Principles, First Baptist Church 
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And Adam said: "This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called 
Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."  — Genesis 2:23   
 
There is a glory to marriage.  Some of our best feelings are attached to the ideal of marriage.  
One thinks of companionship and intimacy, of children and growing old together, of love, and 
of joy.  Little girls grow up planning their weddings and a young groom beams with pride 
over his new bride.  In fact, there is such a glory to marriage that it is the relationship used in 
Scripture (in both Old and New Testaments) to picture Christ’s special union with His people.  
This not only shows us the high regard which the Lord has for marriage, but can also give us 
insights in to how He wants our marriages to work. 
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I will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in love and 
compassion.  I will betroth you in faithfulness, and you will acknowledge the Lord 
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25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 
26  that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27  that He 
might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, 
but that she should be holy and without blemish.  

 

31“For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the 
two shall become one flesh.” 32  This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and 
the church.  
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What does God have to do with marriage?   Since we are His creations and are spiritual be-
ings, the answer is everything!  We have human spirits.  God is Spirit.  We commune with 
God spiritually – and, likewise, marriage involves not only a physical union, but also com-
munion of our human spirits.  This is not a union of only our two romantic selves.  This is a 
union of the totality of our beings.  All of one is joined to all of the other. 
�

�
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‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two 
will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one. 
 
Marriage is a communion that goes clear through to our spirits.  The sharing is at a supernatu-
ral level.  First John speaks of the relationship of believers to each other.  If this principle 
holds true for our relationship to fellow Christians in general, how much more so to a Chris-
tian couple? 
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But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another… 
 
People who are walking with Jesus are in fellowship, not only with the Lord, but with each 
other — we have fellowship with one another.  In the Bible, fellowship is a term used to de-
scribe a relationship based on things held in common.  The word pictures companionship, 
partnership, and sharing. 
 
First John states it positively; Second Corinthians states it negatively... 
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Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness 
with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness?  And what accord has 
Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?  And what agreement has 
the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I 
will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people." 
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Can two walk together, unless they are agreed? 
�

Someone has described Christian fellowship as “two fellows in the same boat… rowing in the 
same direction.”  A Christian marriage cannot be any less! 
 
In a Christian marriage, a couple builds their lives on this common foundation — with a com-
mon Master, a common mission, and seeking to go in a common direction.  Without a mutual 
relationship to Christ, they are already headed in different directions, and the deepest level of 
communion, the kind that people long for in marriage, isn’t even possible. 
 
For this kind of union to work well, each of the two people involved have to understand it as 
such.  They need to have a shared approach to thinking about things, feeling about things, and 
to making life’s choices. A marriage needs agreement in how we will spend our money, what 
is acceptable recreation, how we are going to rear the children, how much time we will spend 
at church, and so on.  Will the Bible have the final say — in practice?  Will Jesus really be at 
the center of our home?   
 
A Christian marriage begins with two Christians.  A Christian wedding is a covenant cere-
mony in which two Christians bind themselves to live together according to the principles of 
the Bible.  They are vowing to live together for the Lord  
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We were created by God in His image with value and purpose.  We can have a relation-
ship with God that is real and meaningful. 
 

The Bad News:  Sin entered the world, hindering our relationships with others and with God.  
We are still able to know right from wrong, but not always.  Our “want to” is broken; we are 
unable to make ourselves always do the right things.  Because we continue to think, speak, 
and act in ways we want instead of in the ways God wants, we are sinners. 
 

God’s standard requires that we make a 100 on His test; a 99 will not do.  The Bible says, 
“For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it” (James 
2:10, RSV).  Some of us have done worse than others, but “All have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 
 

The Good News:  God in His love, has revealed Himself to us.  There is nature.  His com-
mandments show us His perfect standard.  However, He revealed Himself most when He 
came to earth and was born a real human being.  That is who Jesus is. 
 

God Himself came to our rescue as Jesus died on the cross as our substitute.  He paid the 
penalty that we couldn’t pay.  Jesus personally accepted our punishment and “bore our sins in 
His own body” (1st Peter 2:24) 
 

A relationship with God is available, but it is not automatic.  What Jesus did on the cross 
is like a bridge to God…but one must still cross the bridge.  One could stand and admire its 
construction, yet, still not use the bridge to get to the other side. 
 

God works in our hearts to get us across that bridge.  He “convicts” us of sin.  Conviction is 
a good kind of guilt that makes us face our need and drives us to God.  The Lord also “calls 
us,” attracting us to Himself.  We sense an inward pull toward Him. 
 

We must respond to God in repentance and faith.  Repentance is an “attitude change” in 
which we turn to God and from self—that is, from our self-centeredness and sins (Acts 3:19).  
It is not about self-improvement (because self is the problem).   
 

Faith is more than just believing things about God.  Instead, faith is trusting Jesus Christ to do 
for you what you cannot do for yourself.  You cannot get your own sins forgiven, or get your-
self into heaven, or make yourself right with God.  The new life God offers is a free gift 
(Romans 5:15, 6:23).  We do not deserve it, we cannot achieve it, but we can only receive it…
in Jesus.   
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So whatever you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 
�
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Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you 
have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought with a price.  
Therefore, honor God with your body. 
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The Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a helper 
suitable for him.’ 
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For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and 
they will become one flesh.    

 
 9
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May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth.  A loving 
doe, a graceful deer - may her breasts satisfy you always, may you ever be captivated 
by her love. 
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But since there is so much immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each 
wife her own husband.  The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and 
likewise the wife to her husband.  The wife’s body does not belong to her alone but also 
to her husband.  In the same way, the husband’s body does not belong to him alone, but 
also to his wife.  Do not deprive each other, except by mutual consent and for a time so 
that you may devote yourselves to prayer.  Then come together again, so that Satan will 
not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 
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God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth 
and subdue it. . .’ 

�
 9��������3�, ��#&'����� �

Behold, children are a gift of the LORD, The fruit of the womb is a reward. 
�
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Has the Lord not made them [married couples] one?  In flesh and spirit, they are his.  
And why one?  Because he was seeking godly offspring. . .  
 
Compare: Ephesians 6:4, Titus 2:4, Deuteronomy 4:9, 6:7, Proverbs 22:6�
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He [Apollos, who at that time, was a sincere preacher but with incomplete information] 
began to speak boldly in the synagogue.  When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they 
invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately. 

 
 =	������6�,�+ �

Greet Priscilla and Aquilla, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus.  They risked their lives 
for me.  Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them.  Greet also 
the church that meets in their house. 
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Marriage is a relationship, designed by God, to last as long as both partners are living.   You 
are not married because you are in love, but because you entered into a covenant.  Nor is the 
covenant over because the feeling is gone.  When you exchange vows in a Christian wedding, 
you are entering into a covenant that, in the eyes of God, makes you married.  God regards this 
as a lifetime pledge and exposes divorce as an act of violence that betrays the marriage cove-
nant. 
 

����������7���6�
...The LORD has been witness between you and the wife of your youth, with whom you have 
dealt treacherously; Yet she is your companion and your wife by covenant… And let none deal 
treacherously with the wife of his youth.  For the LORD God of Israel says that He hates di-
vorce, for it covers one’s garment with violence," Says the LORD of hosts. "Therefore take 
heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously." 
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Some Pharisees came to him to test him.  They asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife 
for any and every reason?’  ‘Haven’t you read,’ he replied, ‘that at the beginning the Creator 
made them male and female, and said, For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh? So they are no longer two, but 
one.  Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.’  ‘Why then,’ they asked, 
‘did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?’  
Jesus replied, ‘Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard.  But 
it was not this way from the beginning.  I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for 
marital unfaithfulness, and marries another, commits adultery. 
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A woman is bound to her husband during the whole period that he lives; but if her husband 
dies, she is at liberty to marry whom she will, provided that he is a Christian. 
   

(Compare Romans 7:2-3) 
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To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): a wife must not separate from her 
husband.  But if she does [a provision for protection in hard cases such as abuse], she must re-
main unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. 
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Marriage is a unique bond between one man and one woman in which all sexual and certain 
emotional needs are to be met exclusively.  This bond is spiritual as well as psychological and 
physical.  Stated positively, this union is to be enhanced and strengthened.  Stated negatively, 
it has to be protected from all invaders and usurpers. 
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For this reason, a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife… 
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Most sexual affairs begin as two people first become emotionally involved through per-
sonal conversations – conversations that should be taking place between husband and 
wife.  This may involve spending time with someone who “appreciates” you “as a per-
son,” who compliments you, or who sympathizes with you about the problems in your 
marriage. Spending time with someone besides your spouse who will “listen” and 
“understand,” being “a shoulder to lean on,” etc. can be hazardous to your marriage. 
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For the lips of the adulteress drip honey, and her speech is smoother than oil; but in 
the end she is bitter as gall, sharp as a double-edged sword. 
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[God’s commands are helpful in] . . .Keeping you from the smooth tongue of the wayward wife. 
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With persuasive words she [the adulteress] led him astray; she seduced him with her 
smooth talk.  
 
Avoid being caught up and emotionally involved with someone other than your spouse.  
Do not allow yourself to get into situations where that could happen. 
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 Keep to a path far from her [the adulteress], do not go near the door of her house. 
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 Do not let your heart turn to her ways or stray into her paths. 
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 Do not let your heart turn to her ways or stray into her paths. 
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Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God 
will judge the adulterer and the sexually immoral 
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      Do not lust in your heart after her  beauty [that of the immoral woman] or let 
her captivate you with her eyes. 
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Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself?  Shall 
I take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute?  Never!  
Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with 
her in body?  For it is said, ‘The two will become one flesh.’  But he 
who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.  Flee from 
sexual immorality.  All other sins a man commits are outside his body, 
but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. 
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   Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable 

 
  Compare:  Romans 1:26-27 

Similarly forbidden are the sins of incest (Leviticus 18, 1st Corinthians 
5) and bestiality (Leviticus 18:23) 
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You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’  But I tell you that 
whoever looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in 
his heart. 

 
You may find these behaviors to be strange things to list for an engaged couple.  You are so in 
love that none of these things would occur to you.  However, we are planning for an entire life-
time of marriage.  Your vows specifically include the avoidance of these things in any form.  It 
is good to be clear on our promises up front.  Do not do these things nor tolerate them in your 
marriage. 
 
 
 

· �	� �������� ���� 
	����� �	&
� ��

�����&��	��� �	&�-�� �� ��#�� �	�-	
"� ��� ��������
��	��	����������>&����&��������������	&
�� 	&���	�� �!����

 
9
	#�
$��+��+���4����

Drink water from your own cistern, running water from your own well. . . May your 
fountain be blessed and you rejoice in the wife of your youth.  A loving doe, a graceful 
deer - may her breasts satisfy you always, may you ever be enraptured by her love. 
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So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them. 
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Man does not take his origin from woman, but woman takes hers from man.  For man 
was not created for woman’s sake, but woman for man’s… Yet, in the Lord, woman is 
not independent of man nor man independent of woman. For just as woman originates 
from man, so also man comes into existence through woman, but everything springs 
originally from God. 
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25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself 
for her  

 

28-29  So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his 
wife loves himself.  For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, 
just as the Lord does the church.  

 

33  Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and 
let the wife see that she respects her husband. 
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In the same way, you husbands must give honor to your wives. Treat her with under-
standing as you live together. She may be weaker than you are, but she is your equal 
partner in God’s gift of new life. If you don’t treat her as you should, your prayers will 
not be heard. 
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Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife 
as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.  Now as the 
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 
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...live wisely and be pure, to take care of their homes, to do good, and to be submissive 
to their husbands. Then they will not bring shame on the word of God. 
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10-12  Who can find a virtuous and capable wife? She is worth more than precious ru-
bies.  Her husband can trust her, and she will greatly enrich his life.  She will not hin-
der him but help him all her life. 
 

16  She goes out to inspect a field and buys it; with her earnings she plants a vineyard.   
24 She makes belted linen garments and sashes to sell to the merchants. 
 

17-18  She is energetic and strong, a hard worker.  She watches for bargains; her 
lights burn late into the night. 
 

23  Her husband is well known, for he sits in the council meeting with the other civic 
leaders. 
 

25-26  She is clothed with strength and dignity, and she laughs with no fear of the fu-
ture. When she speaks, her words are wise, and kindness is the rule when she gives in-
structions. 
 

30  Charm is deceptive, and beauty does not last; but a woman who fears the LORD 
will be greatly praised. 
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The Bible makes it clear that we are created to live in community with other people.  Chris-
tians are part of a family. There is no such thing as the “Lone Christian,”  who rides the range 
of spiritual life without needing the fellowship or the help of other believers.   
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They joined with the other believers and devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fel-
lowship, sharing in the Lord’s Supper and in prayer. 
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And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not 
give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another— 
and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 

The Bible teaches that those who have a genuine relationship with the Lord have a desire to 
associate with God’s people.  Likewise those who have no desire for Christian fellowship are 
giving evidence that they don’t have a relationship with the Lord. 
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We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren... 
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These people left our churches because they never really belonged with us; otherwise they 
would have stayed with us. When they left us, it proved that they do not belong with us. 
 

Sometimes, a couple is divided in their feelings about church attendance.  There are four stages 
that they go through their dating and married years together.  First the unbeliever says, “I want 
to be with you; sure I will go.”  Second, the unbeliever says, “I wouldn’t care to go, but you go 
on ahead.”   In the third stage, the unbeliever says, “Why don’t you stay home with me to-
night?”  And in the final stage, the unbeliever says, “I am tired of you spending all your time at 
church.  You care more about church than you do about me!” 
 

Being a faithful and vital part of a church family is a tremendous source of happiness for a 
couple.  It is something they do together in the pursuit of a significant cause.  It provides sup-
port and encouragement and examples and accountability.  When they go through life’s 
storms, it will put them in close friendships with people who have already been through those 
storms and who can help them.  It will later provide the right environment to rear children.   
 
0���� ��� �	&
� �����&��� �	-�
�� ��&
��� ���$�
��� � ���� ����������/� � �	-� 	����� �	� �	&�
����"��� �
�	����	&������������&
��� �
�-��"/��9�
� �	���/���	-��	��	&�����"��	&
������B�
�����/  
 



	 � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � 
 
 � � � 
 � � �

 2����&����F�0	
���
�

1	��� �	 �������"����������$��������	�������������
 
������
���$	&���	������	��&������	���
������>!��2��&������&���
��������������� �	����
��	 &
������&���!��=������
	&�������#�
����
����� �	��	-!� � A���
����� ���� "���  �
����� ��� ����� #�
 ���� �� �������� ��	��� ����� ����
�$�� ����
�	���%&������	����#������$��������&���	
�������#��� ����	����#��������
����������&��!�

�
2���
�

�

Someone told a preacher once that her temper was quick and loud, but over in a hurry.  The 
preacher replied, “Yes, a shotgun is loud and over with quickly, too.  But look at the damage it 
does!” 
�
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A quick-tempered man acts foolishly, And a man of wicked intentions is hated. 
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He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, And he who rules his spirit than he who 
takes a city. 
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Make no friendship with an angry man, And with a furious man do not go 
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The discretion of a man makes him slow to anger, And his glory is to overlook a transgression. 
�
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Included here is always having to be right, belittling or correcting one’s spouse in front of oth-
ers, and nagging. 
�
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Better to dwell in the wilderness, Than with a contentious and angry woman. 
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As charcoal is to burning coals, and wood to fire, So is a contentious man to kindle strife. 
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The beginning of strife is like releasing water; Therefore stop contention before a quarrel 
starts. 
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Ruth Graham, the wife of the evangelist, says that a good marriage is made of two good for-
givers. 
�
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Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 
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Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all mal-
ice.  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ 
forgave you. 
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Looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness spring-
ing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled 
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Bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against an-
other; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 
�
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...Love does not demand its own way. Love is not irritable, and it keeps no record of when it 
has been wronged. 
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One of the things married couples argue about most is money and how to spend it.  Sometimes, 
because they want to have all the things in the early years that their parents spent years acquir-
ing, a couple gets in financial trouble.  Then, the pressure of debt creates stress in the marriage.  
A shared biblical attitude toward money helps produce harmony in a marriage.   
�
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A greedy man brings trouble to his family… 
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For the love of money is at the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have 
wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows. 
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Those who love money will never have enough. How absurd to think that wealth brings true 
happiness! 
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There is a Southern expression for dealing with people with this quality: “You can’t tell him 
nothing.”  Pride represents a self-centeredness and a degree of self-confidence that ignores the 
feelings and input of others. 
�
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He who is of a proud heart stirs up strife, But he who trusts in the LORD will be prospered. 
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By pride comes nothing but strife, But with the well-advised is wisdom. 
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Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.�
�
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Someone has defined selfishness as meeting my needs at someone else’s expense. 
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Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as 
more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but 
also for the interests of others. 
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Sometimes a person will complain about the anger of his or her spouse.  Yet, sometimes, that 
person is also guilty of a provocation, that of being so persistently stubborn that it is absolutely 
maddening.  A normally calm person can be driven to anger by the impossibility of reasoning 
with a quiet, controlling, stubborn mate.  While nothing ever justifies physical or emotional 
abuse, neither is it OK to be “stubborn with a smile.” 
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A man who isolates himself seeks his own desire; He rages against all wise judgment. 
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The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But he who heeds counsel is wise. 
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Other than our faithfulness to our spouses, the most powerful marriage builder — or the most 
powerful destroyer of marriage — is our words.  Sticks and stones may break my bones, but if 
you really want to hurt me, use words. 
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Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit. 
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A soothing tongue is a tree of life, But perversion in it crushes the spirit. 
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A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, And a word spoken in due season, how good it is! 
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Do you see a man hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him. 
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The heart of the righteous studies how to answer, But the mouth of the wicked pours forth evil. 
�
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Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, 
that it may impart grace to the hearers. 
�
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One of the surprises of marriage is that we, a couple so in love, could have this much conflict.  
There is a reason for it.  The first year or two of marriage is filled with decisions about how 
“we” are going to do things.  What are our holiday traditions?  Who does what in the yard and 
who does what in the house?  There are a million of these decisions to be made.  So a couple 
spends months and months hammering these things out one issue at a time.     
 

Marriage is the blending, not only of two persons, but of two distinct family backgrounds.  Do 
we save the money or spend the money?  One grew up in a family of savers and the other grew 
up in a family of spenders.  Do we leave our toiletries on the counter for convenience or do we 
put the toothbrushes and shaving cream in the drawer for neatness?  One comes from a 
convenience family, the other from a neat family.  What we grew up with is what we think is 
normal — can’t the other see how normal our family’s way of doing this is?   And that is 
where the friction comes in.  
 

Because friction is the inevitable result of the blending of two people into one, they will have 
to know how to fight fair. 
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So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath 
�
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Do not hasten in your spirit to be angry, For anger rests in the bosom of fools. 
�
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Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be 
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 
�
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Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him 
alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. 
�
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Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 
�
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If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.�
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“In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry 
 
.�����+��6 ��#�$���������������%������� �

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 
 
�&"���3�,���

Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, for-
give him. 
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All too often, one sees it happen.  A couple is in marital trouble.  One is indifferent.  The other 
is begging (literally begging) the other for some focused attention.  Please, “Let’s get marriage 
counseling,” this person pleads.  But the indifferent partner is unwilling.  After a while, the 
spouse who had wanted to save the marriage finds someone else — or just leaves.  Suddenly, 
the indifferent partner is willing to go to a marriage counselor.  The formerly indifferent part-
ner is now the one doing the begging, feverishly trying to save the marriage.  But the other 
spouse is now unresponsive and replies that the love is stone cold dead.  If only the two had 
been willing to work on the marriage at the same time! 
 

Every marriage will have its storms.  Riding these storms out requires the readiness to forgive, 
a reasonable spirit, a willingness to yield, and a good measure of humility.   Life’s greatest 
challenges can be met only with the greatest humility.  This includes being humble enough to 
get help when it is needed. 
 
 
9
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A wise man will hear and increase learning, And a man of understanding will attain wise 
counsel 
 
9
	#�
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The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But he who heeds counsel is wise. 
 
9
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Without counsel, plans go awry, But in the multitude of counselors they are established. 
 
9
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Listen to counsel and receive instruction, That you may be wise in your latter days. 
 
9
	#�
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Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water, But a man of understanding will draw it out. 
 
 
Why not agree before marriage to be willing to get help at the first sign of real trouble?  Give 
some thought to the agreement below.  Then, if you mean it, sign it. 
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_______ Visionary:   Make things happen (now!).  Excel at communicating the vision, motiva-
tor, rally people around the cause. Instinctive decision-maker; won’t shrink from the tough 
calls. Hates details.  Are great before a group, but sometimes perceived as not warm with 
people one on one.   
 
_______ Analytical:  Detail oriented, unemotionally evaluate the facts and come to a logical 
conclusion, can detect problems before they happen, ask the hard questions, creative, and 
efficient. Content to remain in the background.  Tempted to be too complex and to over-
prepare.  
 
_______ Relational:   People person.  Is the life of the party, leaving everyone feeling loved, 
heard, and understood.  Love to organize people around a common cause and work their re-
lational network, building coalitions.  Hate paperwork, neglect details, and ignore anything on 
paper. 
 
_______ Faithful:   Keep on plugging, stable, predictable, low-key, make things run smoothly, 
good managers.  Sometimes “invisible”.  Dislikes conflict and will do almost anything to avoid 
it.  Better at maintaining and improving what already exists than creating something new.  
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_______ Visionary:   Make things happen (now!).  Excel at communicating the vision, motiva-
tor, rally people around the cause. Instinctive decision-maker; won’t shrink from the tough 
calls. Hates details.  Are great before a group, but sometimes perceived as not warm with 
people one on one.   
 
_______ Analytical:  Detail oriented, unemotionally evaluate the facts and come to a logical 
conclusion, can detect problems before they happen, ask the hard questions, creative, and 
efficient. Content to remain in the background.  Tempted to be too complex and to over-
prepare.  
 
_______ Relational:   People person.  Is the life of the party, leaving everyone feeling loved, 
heard, and understood.  Love to organize people around a common cause and work their re-
lational network, building coalitions.  Hate paperwork, neglect details, and ignore anything on 
paper. 
 
_______ Faithful:   Keep on plugging, stable, predictable, low-key, make things run smoothly, 
good managers.  Sometimes “invisible”.  Dislikes conflict and will do almost anything to avoid 
it.  Better at maintaining and improving what already exists than creating something new.  
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Learn more about spiritual gifts in Romans 12, Ephesians 4, and 1st Corinthians 12-14 
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Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 1:26-
28; Psalms 51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 
17:6; 18:22; 22:6,15; 23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 2:14-16; 
Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark 10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 
5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 
Peter 3:1-7. 
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