Genesis 1-12: An Outline

SECTION ONE: From Creation to the Fall 

CREATION

1:1

Thesis Sentence

1:2-31
Six Days of Creation

The light from the stars most distant from us requires ten billion years to get to our planet (speed of light 186,000 miles per second); so how can the earth not be that old?  Because God was able to create not only the source of light, but also the light itself – all the way from its source to our sight.  “Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light”  1:3

What about the light in 1:3 (above) and the light in 1:14-16?  Was the light created on the fourth day or in verse 3?

16  Then God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars also.

Implication:  In 1:3 God Himself is the source of the light

Psalm 104:2  Who cover Yourself with light as with a garment, Who stretch out the heavens like a curtain

Revelation 22:5  There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.
Reasons to embrace a six-day creation:

1. Each day ends with “there was evening and there was morning”  
2. All Old Testament uses of the term refer to 24-hour days
3. It is the stated reason for Sabbath observance (Exodus 20:8-11)
	Three Separations
	Three Fillings

Correspond to three separations

	Day One – Light from Darkness 1:4
	Day Four – Heavenly Bodies to govern day and night  1:16

	Day Two – Waters Above (sky) from Waters Below  1:7
	Day Five – Birds in sky, fish in the water  1:20

	Day Three – Land from the Waters 1:9
	Day Six – Animals on land  1:24


2:1-3

Rest on the Seventh Day

Sabbath Rest

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates.  For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.”    Exodus 20:8-11

Sabbath Rest, Canaan Rest, and Spiritual Rest

“Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it.  For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.  For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said: ‘So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest,’’ although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.  For He has spoken in a certain place of the seventh day in this way: ‘And God rested on the seventh day from all His works’; and again in this place: ‘They shall not enter My rest.’  Since therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was first preached did not enter because of disobedience, again He designates a certain day, saying in David, ‘Today,’ after such a long time, as it has been said: ‘Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.’  For if Joshua had given them rest, then He would not afterward have spoken of another day.  There remains therefore a rest for the people of God.  For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His.  Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience.”   Hebrews 4:1-11

2:4-7

Creation Summary



Verse 6 “Mist”

NIV “but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground”

PARADISE

2:8-17
Man Placed in the Garden

Eden=Delight



A real geographical place

2:18-24
The Creation of Woman and the Establishment of Marriage

“…The woman was made for man; she was made from man; and she was given to man… she was named by man.”  --  James Montgomery Boice, page 107

The woman was made for man  2:18

“For man is not from woman, but woman from man.  Nor was man created for the woman, but woman for the man.  For this reason the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels.  Nevertheless, neither is man independent of woman, nor woman independent of man, in the Lord.  For as woman came from man, even so man also comes through woman; but all things are from God.”    1st Corinthians 11:8-12
The woman was made from man  2:19-22

The woman was given to man   2:23

Application   2:24

\

2:25 

Time of Innocence

PARADISE LOST: THE FALL

3:1-24
The Fall

3:1-6 

The Tempter and the Temptation   

The Tempter   verse 1

2 Corinthians 11:3  But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

Revelation 12:9  So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world…

1.  He Questions God’s Word  verse 1-4

2.  He Questions God’s Goodness  verse 5

3.  He Offers (an exciting, flattering, and false) Alternative System   verse 5

	TEMPTATION’S ANGLES OF ATTACK

	Genesis 3:6
	Good for Food
	Pleasant to the Eyes
	Desirable to Make One Wise

	1st John 2:16
	Lust of the flesh
	Lust of the eyes
	Pride of life

	Matthew 4:1-11
	Command that these stones become bread
	Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.  And he said to Him, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me."
	Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear

	
	Passion to Feel/

Experience
	Passion to Possess
	Passion to Be

	
	The temptation to use normal physical desires in God-forbidden ways
	Materialism
	The desire to be like God

	“For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses,

but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.”   Hebrews 4:15


3:7-24 
Immdiate Consequences of the First Sin   

Adam and Eve knew Good and Evil    3:7

“But they came to know it, not from the standpoint of God, who loves the good and hates the evil, but as fallen creatures, who love evil and hate the good.”  -- James Montgomery Boice, page 145   

Shame & Fear  3:7-10




Hiding  3:10

Accountability Before God  3:9-13

God Confronts with Questions:

“Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, ‘Where are you?’”  3:9

"Who told you that you were naked?”  3:11

“Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?”  

3:11

“And the LORD God said to the woman, ‘What is this you have done?’”  3:13

Passing the buck  3:11-13

3:14-19, 23-24   
Judgment  

Judgment On the Serpent   3:14-15

Not eating dust in the sense of eating it for food, but in the sense of “eat my dust”; a symbol of humiliation.


Judgment On the Woman    3:16

In Childbirth

In the Marriage Relationship

“’To love and to cherish’ becomes ‘To desire and to dominate.’   While even pagan marriage can rise far above this, the pull of sin is always towards it.”

Derek Kidner, Genesis, Tyndale Old Testament Series,

Inter-Varsity Press, (Tyndale Press 1967

Compare: “Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you.”  3:16

With: “So the LORD said to Cain… sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it."  4:6-7

(Emphasis added)

Judgment On the Man  3:17-19

Judgment On the Earth  3:17-18

“…Adam and Eve’s fall into sin was not just an isolated act of disobedience but an event of catastrophic significance for creation as a whole.”

Albert M. Wolters,

Creation Regained: Biblical Basics for a Reformational Worldview

 (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1985, reprinted 2000), page 44

Romans 8:19-22   For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.  For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope;  because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.
Death Entered the World with the Fall  3:22-24

“And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.’”  Genesis 2:16-17 

“Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return.”  Genesis 3:19

“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned”   Romans 5:12  

“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.”  1st Cor. 15:22
Not only did physical death enter the world, but so did a spiritual death.


“And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.  But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)”   Ephesians 2:1-5
Now, we must update our statement about man in order to take his fallen condition into consideration:

Man is the crown of creation, still.  Man is created in the image of God, still.    Man is still of great value; human life is still sacred.  Man is still dominant over the rest of the created order.  Man, however, is now fallen.  He is not what he used to be physically or spiritually.  Man was able to not sin; he is now unable to avoid sinning, altogether.  He is able to know right from wrong and he has a conscience.  But, in his fallen condition, these do not always function properly.  His “Want to” is broken.  He is still responsible to God, but he is helpless to remedy his situation.
3:8-20 
God’s Mercy

God Seeking   3:8-9

God Promising  3:15

The first promise of the coming Messiah

God Providing   3:7b, 21




Self-made religion versus God-provided atonement  


Man Believing  3:20

SECTION TWO: From the Fall to the Flood

3:22-5:32
Life Begins Outside the Garden

4:1-15  

The Necessity of Coming to God on God’s Terms: Cain and Abel

“If your action is out of line with your beliefs, you will change either your actions or your beliefs.”     Albert M. Wolters, page 5]

Rejection and Resentment  4:1-8

Punishment and Departure 4:9-15

4:16-24

The Secular Culture: Living without Reference to God




Key verse 4:16




The secular city  4:17




The forsaking of God’s pattern for marriage  4:19




Nomad herdsmen  4:20




Beginning of the arts   4:21




Beginning of the crafts  4:22




But all done without reference to God or His ways  4:23-24

4:25-5:32

A Godly Line




Key verse: 4:25-26

Enoch 5:24

6:1-8:22
The Flood: The Moral Decay of Society and The Lord’s  Deliverance

of the Godly Line

6:1-7, 11-13

The Increase of Wickedness

The Sons of God and the Daughters of Men   6:1-4





Sons of God: Two possible interpretations:






The godly line of Seth and inter-marriage






Compare: Ezra 10; Nehemiah 13:23ff; 2nd Cor. 6:14ff






-Or- demonic beings  Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7  Daniel 3:25

Compare: 1st Peter 3:19-20; 2nd Peter 2:4-6; Jude 6

This is an indication “That man is beyond self-help, whether Seth-ites have betrayed their calling, or demonic powers have gained a stranglehold.”    

Derek Kidner, page 84

The problem of sin is internal  6:5

The problem of sin is prevailing 6:5, 12

The problem of sin is continuous  6:5

The problem of sin is grievous to God 6:6

Sin brings cultural decay  6:11-12

Sin produces violence in society 6:11

Man is not perfectible; only the grace of God will serve to remedy man’s condition.  Utopian views (theological and political) hold that when the circumstances are right man can be perfected.  Scripture teaches that man fell in a perfect environment and cannot perfect himself on his own terms.

6:8-22

God begins with a Man

God’s beginning begins with Grace  6:8

6:23-8:22

God Delivers Noah




Myths about the Flood:




All the animals went on two by two   7:2

It’s a cute story about animals on a ship  7:25

Everyone was on the ark for forty days and nights  

7:4, 12, & 17  PLUS  8:3, 6, 12  
Or to put it another way, the flood started when Noah was 600 years old – in the second month of the year.  The earth had dried when Noah was 601 – in the second month of the year.  So the time in the ark was about one year.  (See 7:11 and 8:14)

On Verse 21:   “…That which was a reason for destroying the earth, is now one against it, see Genesis 6:5 which may be reconciled thus, God for this reason destroyed the earth once, for an example, and to display his justice; but such is his clemency and mercy, that he will do it no more to the end of the world; considering that man has brought himself into such a condition, that he cannot but sin, it is natural to him from his birth; his nature is tainted with it, his heart is full of it, and all his thoughts and imaginations are wicked and sinful, from whence continually flow a train of actual sins and transgressions; so that if God was to curse and drown the world as often as man sins, he must be continually doing it…”      -- John Gill 

SECTION THREE: From the Flood to a New People

9:1-17

A Fresh Start

9:1



A New Beginning

9:2-5



A Fresh Affirmation of Man’s Vice-Regency


9:6-7



A Fresh Affirmation of the Value of Human Life

9:8-17   


A New Covenant

9:18-29

A Fresh Start is not Enough





Anyone can sin

Everyone does sin

Only the Grace of God can keep us from sin
Boice, pages 318-319
10:1-11:9

Back to the Secular City




Noah’s sons:




Japheth: Indo-European people




Ham: Those who settled Africa, Mesopotamia, and the East




Shem: The Semitic peoples, from whom Israel would come

10:8-9 


Nimrod:  First person to be called a “mighty man”
11:1-9


The Tower of Babel

11:4  Mankind is intent on building a civilization without God, to be autonomous.  

“It was man’s city, the secular city.  As such it was constructed by man for man’s glory.”  -- Boice, page 340

11:6  It is not that man cannot do significant things without God; He can.  


11:6-7   Not all unity is good



Psalm 2:1-6

“Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing?  The kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, ‘Let us break Their bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from us.’  He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord shall hold them in derision.  Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, And distress them in His deep displeasure: ‘Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion.’”
11:7  The decisive hand of God in human history

11:7  The Beginning of Distinct Language Groups

11:10-12:9

The Godly Line, the Man of Faith, and a New People

12:1-3

Forsaking

Faith

Waiting

Blessing

Being a Blessing

Abraham’s life marked by two things: a tent and an altar
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